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Amendments to the Claims: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Amended) A method for processing a document comprising text information, 
comprising the steps of: 

a) monitoring the occurrence of incomplete date-related citations E1, in particular 
the citation of a date, within the text information, 

characterized by th e st e ps of: 

b) completing said incomplete citation E1 by aid of date indications E2, 

c) automatically completing (130, 190) said date-related citations by a 
supplemental date specification, by applying either one or more of: 

d) a set of predetermined completing rules establishing for a given incomplete 
citation E1 prioritizing relationships between other date-related citations E2 within 
the text information of the same document, 

c2) prior art text mining technology procedures, or 

c3) using (130) context meta information from outside the document. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , in which a rule is used which is based 
on one or more of: 

a) the determination of word/token/topic transitions as a measure for a distance 
between E1 and E2, 

b) the number of date expressions between E1 and E2, 

c) the number of links found between documents E1 and E2, respectively, 

d) the level of compatibility between E1 and E2, 

e) the confidence level associated with E2, if E2 has been obtained by automatic 
completion, 

f) the reliability and usefulness of E2's source for providing time indications useful 
for automatic completion, 

g) the relevance of E2 within its document. 
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3. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
creating (180) an index from a completed date, usable for selectively storing and/ or 
searching said document (5). 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 3, further comprising the step of providing 
an index for different kinds of meta information (3) e.g. 

a) the date of publishing the document, or 

b) the date of processing the document, or 

c) the date of creating the document. 

5. (Original) The method according to the preceding claim 4, in which the index 
comprises a canonical representation of said date. 

6. (Original) The method according to the preceding claim 4, further comprising the 
step of 

transforming a completed date specification into a canonical format (140). 

7. (Amended) The method according to tho procod i ng claim 4 aa&S, further 
comprising the step of providing a user interface means for specifying a search for 
documents by means of said indexes (190). 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of exposing 
to the user one or more possible date specifications, each accompanied by a 
confidence value (7). 

9. (Amended) A computer system having means for performing the steps of a method 
according to claim ono of tho prec e d i ng c l a i ms 1 te-9. 

10. (Amended) A computer program for execution in a data processing system 
comprising computer program code portions for performing respective steps of the 
method according to claim of th e pr e cod i ng c l a i ms 1 te-9, 

when said computer program code portions are executed on a computer. 
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1 1 . (Amended) A computer program product stored on a computer usable medium 
comprising computer readable program means for causing a computer to perform 
the method of claim anyono of tho cla i ms 1 to-87 
whon caid computor program product i s ox e cutod on a comput e r . 



